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Montreal-based band Black Feelings rock out at the Art Matters opening party at Bain Mathieu on Feb. 26. Over 600 people attend- 
ed the soirée launching the ninth edition of the festival, now the largest student-run art show in Canada. See our story, page 7. 


How to measure sustainability 


KAREN HERLAND 


We hold the title of most energy-effi- 
cient university of the province for 11 
years running, but just how sustainable 
are we? 

For the third time in seven years, 
Concordia has issued a sustainability 
assessment. The 96-page document pro- 
vides a marker for where we are, and 
what we need to consider going forward. 

The report's data collection and 
reporting represents the dedicated 
efforts of six members of Sustainable 
Concordia. Some devoted their ener- 
gies to a single chapter, others worked 
full-time over the summer and/or part- 
time during the term. Their reports 
depended on the cooperation of admin- 
istration, staff and faculty from across 
the university. 

“This assessment tool is able to bring 
the different members of Concordia’s 
community together in a dialogue about 
sustainability,’ said Chief Editor Jasmine 
Stuart when she offered an overview of 
the report at a gala on Feb. 19. 

This year, Concordia participated in a 


pilot project developed by _ the 
Association for the Advancement of 
Sustainability in Higher Education to 
test an indicator framework called the 
Sustainablity Tracking and Rating 
System (STARS). It is hoped STARS will 
become a standardized measure to 
compare universities 
of areas. 

Concordia was approached for the 
pilot project because of our recognized 
leadership in energy and waste manage- 
ment. In addition, Sustainable Concor- 
dia provides a funded team of commit- 
ted staff and volunteers to support ini- 
tiatives on campus for students, faculty 


across a variety 


‘and staff. 


However, participating in the pilot 
project pointed to gaps in the current 
structure. “This report does not actually 
assess what were doing, it assesses what 
says Stuart who has 
coordinated the project with Blake 
Saucier-Curtis since last May. 

The report addresses curriculum and 
research, operations, health and well- 
being and governance. Each section is 
further divided into subsections outlin- 


we can measure, 


ing the context, what is happening at 
Concordia, future directions and exam- 
ples of best practices from elsewhere. 

Stuart stressed the importance of gov- 
ernance or, according to the report, 
“how incorporating sustainability into 
the decision-making process of the uni- 
versity is an essential part of institution- 
alizing a sustainability ethic? 

“A lot of engaged change happens at 
the departmental level and moves up; 
says Stuart. 

This kind of grassroots change is 
rarely formalized in policy and can be 
eroded by a change in personnel or a 
new set of priorities. For example, the 
university currently employs a cleaning 
company that uses environmentally 
friendly products, but there is no specifi- 
cation for that practice in the contract. 

Another difficulty the team encoun- 
tered was evaluating the level of sustain- 
ability in curriculum and research. With 
numerous research projects addressing 
ecological, social or economic concerns, 
there is no user-friendly way to cata- 
logue those efforts. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2 
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Efforts recognized across university 


Sustainable Concordia honours those making a difference 





KAREN HERLAND 


Administrators, students, staff 
and faculty all crowded in the EV 
Atrium to celebrate each others’ 
ongoing commitment to sustain- 
ability at a gala event hosted by 
Sustainable Concordia. 

Sustainable Concordia took the 
opportunity to launch the third 
sustainability assessment they 
produced (see page 1). They also 
invited community members to 
talk about projects currently 
underway that will enhance the 
university's efforts to support 
energy conservation and commu- 
nity involvement. 

First. to the microphone was 
Dean of the School of Extended 
Learning, Noel Burke, who was 


introduced by Sustainability 
Coordinator Jenn Davis as an 
inspiration for her own work. 

Burke described universities 
as “incubators of change” and 
spoke of the importance of 
“expanding people's notions 
from environmental sustainabil- 
ity to broad, institutional sustain- 
ability” 

He was followed by Pragasen 
Pillay speaking on his research on 
alternative energy sources (see 
Journal, Jan. 29, 2009). The last 
person to speak was Dean of 
Students Beth Morey, who intro- 
duced a project to encourage vol- 
unteerism among high school 
students across Montreal. 

Morey had barely returned to 
her place when she was invited 


back up to the podium to receive 
the first of a dozen awards 
Sustainable Concordia handed 
out to recognize the individuals 
and institutions on campus who 
have supported sustainable 
practices, programs and initia- 
tives. She was honoured for her 
promotion of volunteerism and 
leadership. 

Five-year Sustainable Concor- 
dia volunteer Jeff Riley was 
among those singled out for spe- 
cial mention. Also noted were 
Earle Lamothe for his work on the 
curriculum assessment project 
and Jill Smith for her creativity 
and innovation in organizing sus- 
tainable events. 

Janette Barrington of the 
Centre for Teaching and Learning 


JOWSSING = NOINYH 


Services was recognized for 
organizing workshops and 
resources for faculty to incorpo- 
rate sustainability concepts 
across the disciplines. Similarly, 
Bradley Tucker, Director of the 
Institutional Planning Office, was 
thanked for the technical support 
he provided developing measures 
and tools to capture data for the 
assessment. 

JMSB Dean Sanjay Sharma, 
Monica Mulrennan, pk langshaw 
and Chair of the Political Science 
department Peter Stoett were 
acknowledged for their roles and 
educators and guides on numer- 
ous sustainability projects. 
Former Sustainable Action Fund 
Director Mohamed Shuriye, him- 
self a poli-sci graduate, thanked 
Stoett for his 
Sustainable Concordia in its early 
years. “He gave us a copy code 
and it all started from there’ 





support of 


Two collective awards were 
also given out. One went to 
Facilities Management for their 
ongoing support and initiation 
of numerous energy-saving 
measures throughout university 
operations along with waste 
management, incorporating 
green building techiniques and 
furnishings, support for sustain- 
able transport initiatives and 
increasing green space. Finally, 
the Faculty of Fine Arts was 
acknowledged for making sus- 
tainability a signature area of 
their teaching. 

The awards were designed by 
Vincent Archambault and Sarah 
Lamonde, designers of the cover 
for the assessment report. The 
awards were constructed to be 
able to fit together in a single 
structure, demonstrating the 
interconnected strength of indi- 
vidual sustainability efforts. 
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Pictured with Blueprints for Change Coordinator Arlene Throness (left), Jill 
Smith receives one of a dozen awards handed out at the event. 





Measuring sustainability 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE | 

The same is true for courses. The 
report acknowledges the need for 
“an evaluation framework that 
would distinguish between 
courses that develop students’ 
knowledge of key concepts and 
debates in the sustainability dis- 
course versus those that develop 
highly technical skills or simply 
challenge orthodoxy: 


Stuart says a process is already 


underway to develop measures 
for this area. “Once we start to 
capture data, we can start under- 
standing and _ tracking _ it? 
Similarly, although we pride our- 
selves on our community engage- 
ment, there are currently no stan- 
dardized ways to track the volun- 
teer contributions of students, 
staff or faculty, or the opportuni- 


and tracking community contributions 


ties we offer to make a difference 
here or abroad. 

In addition to the need to 
develop new measures, Stuart 
has seen some other problems 
using the STARS U.S.-based 
model. We were exempted from 
many of the measures of employ- 
ee health and well-being because 
of national programs for health 
care and parental leaves. Stuart 


says other measures may be 
developed to better understand 
university community members’ 
sense of health and well-being. 
The STARS system also relies 
heavily on third-party rating sys- 
tems in evaluating operations. “It 
is not always worth the planning 
and expense required. Sometimes 
it is too expensive to meet certifi- 
cation criteria’ Stuart says. 


And the report emphasizes 
that improvement is always pos- 
sible. The report combines waste 
management with purchasing in 
a section on consumption, sug- 
gesting that rethinking what is 
purchased is as critical as proper- 
ly disposing of waste at the end of 
a use cycle. 

The report will be available at 
sustainable.concordia.ca. 


Tiny molecules, big gains 


itt 


DAWN WISEMAN 


Imagine producing research 
results and then having to wait 
for someone to tell you what they 
are, It’s not just time consuming, 
it’s frustrating. Now consider that 
each analysis costs at least $300. 

“It becomes a major budget 
concern pretty quickly, says 
Xavier Ottenwaelder (Chemistry 
and Biochemistry). 

Ottenwaelder is an inorganic 
chemist whose research focuses 
on mimicking how nature oxi- 
dizes molecules. Oxidation is the 
process of adding oxygen to a 
molecule. Industrially important 
oxidation processes include the 
conversion of methane (natural 
gas) to methanol (a fuel com- 
bustable by vehicles) and propy- 
lene to propylene glycol (which is 
found in items as varied as 
antifreeze and deodorant). 

“Nature is extremely efficient 
at oxidation, explains 
Ottenwaelder. “In a single step 
nature uses atmospheric oxygen, 
emits only water as a by-product 
of the reaction and does all this at 
room temperature,” 

Industrial oxidation is signifi- 
cantly less green in terms of 
source of oxidant, energy require- 
ments and by-products. It also 
involves catalysts; substances 
which facilitate the required oxy- 
gen insertion reaction. 

One of the primary activities of 
Ottenwaelder’s lab is the develop- 
ment of new oxidation catalysts 
that will render the process of 
converting fossil fuels to other 
useful products with the use of 
less energy and the production of 
less wasteful and often polluting 
by-products. 


Funded by CFI, Xavier Ottenwaelder will push his research 


He and his students work 
extensively with metal complexes. 

“As the name indicates, these 
are complex molecules, says 
Ottenwaelder. “One of my stu- 
dents recently produced purple 
crystals as a result of his experi- 
ments. It was totally unexpected, 
we had no idea what it was’ 

Given the nature of 
Ottenwaelder’s work - and that 
of many other chemists and bio- 
chemists — this type of mystery 
molecule is a frequent occur- 
rence. The best way to determine 
what has been produced is to get 
a good look at its structure. And 
that’s where the costs come in; 
samples have to be sent to an 
external facility for analysis with 
a single-crystal x-ray diffractome- 
ter, but not for much longer. 

Ottenwaelder has secured a 
$400 000 Leaders Opportunity 
Fund (LOF) grant from the 
Canada Foundation for 
Innovation to purchase one such 
machine for Concordia. 

The LOF is designed to help 
universities attract and retain the 
very best researchers at a time of 
intense international competi- 
tion. To this end, it offers the 
opportunity to acquire infra- 
structure for leading research 
faculty so they may undertake 
cutting-edge research. 

While the diffractometer will 
directly support Ottenwaelder’s 
work, it will also be accessible to 
other members of his depart- 
ment. In fact, an upgrade for 
making it functional for bio- 
chemists, which he _ initially 
thought would take up to three 
years to afford, is now standard 
on the machine; making it useful 
to them right away. 





forward with a single-crystal x-ray diffractometer. 


“We're all very excited. So are a 
number of people in the 
Departments of Physics and 
Biology; he says. "With this.new 
technology, we will be able to 
look at small molecules such as 
drug candidates or catalysts and 
at biomolecules such as DNA, 
proteins and enzymes.” 

Using very small wavelength 
x-rays, the single-crystal diffrac- 
tometer produces an extremely 
accurate picture of the molecule 
under study. Its resolution is 
good enough to illuminate the 
spaces between _ individual 
atoms. 

As Ottenwaelder points out, “A 
picture is worth a thousand 
words, and images produced 
using the machine will provide a 
much better exposure for the sci- 
ence being done at Concordia. 
This in turn will facilitate publi- 
cation of our work and access to 
research grants." 

“The Université de Paris-XI, 
where I did my PhD research, 
obtained a single-crystal diffrac- 
tometer five years ago, and their 
research output has considerably 
increased, he said. 

“Right now, because of the cost 
of analysis and the fragility of 
some crystals, only the best sam- 
ples produced in our labs can be 
analysed. With a machine at 
Concordia, all molecules can be 
analysed and, given the serendip- 
itous nature of research, the 
chance of novel discovery 
increases exponentially.’ 

Ottenwaelder expects the sin- 
gle-crystal x-ray diffractometer 
to be up and running in the 
Department of Chemistry and 
Biochemistry before the end of 
2009. 
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ACCOLADES 


Professors in the Department of Religion have been distinguishing 
themselves around the world. Leslie Orr was co-director of a Dec. 
2008 workshop in Paris at the Ecole frangaise d'extreme-orient, 
“Eloges chola, sanskrits et tamouls: lectures d’éloges a la gloire du 
monarque chola Rajendra I (Xle siécle)? 

Meanwhile, Michel Despland attended a peace conference at the 
Jamia Milia Islamia University where the Dalai Lama was the 
keynote speaker. Despland read a paper on religion and human 
rights. His book Bastide on Religion, where he analyses the works of 
a pioneer in acculturation studies, will soon be published by 
London's Equinox Press. 

Finally, Donald Boisvert has been contracted by Praeger 
Publishers to co-edit a special two-volume collection entitled Queer 
Religion, He organized and presented at a panel on Who's Afraid of 
Gay Theology? at the meeting of the American Academy of Religion 
in November. Boisvert continues to work on his SSHRC-funded 
project examining Catholic adolescent saints, with a book tentative- 
ly entitled Teenage Saints, Tamed Bodies: The Making of the Catholic 
Adolescent, 1900-1960. 


N@Q 


Amie Wright (BA 08) just found out that an article drawn from her 
honours thesis, supervised by Nora Jaffary, won a prize as best 
graduate student essay at the Canadian Journal of History. Her essay, 
"La Bebida Nacional’: Pulque and Mexicanidad, 1920-46" will appear 
in the Spring/Summer 2009 issue of the publication. 


Qo 


David G. Mumby (Centre for Studies in Behavioural Neurobiology) 
was awarded “Top Reviewer 2007” by the Elsevier journal 


. Behavioural Processes. 


~NoQ- 


Electrical and Computer Engineering Professor Robert Paknys was 
interviewed on the Jan. 21, 6 p.m. CBC TV news report in reaction to 
concerns about higher-than-acceptable levels of electromagnetic 
radiation due to electric heating, everyday appliances etc. raised by 
the consumer protection magazine Protegez-Vous. “The only place in 
everyday life where an electromagnetic field could present a poten- 
tial health hazard is near a defective and leaking microwave oven or 
near a television or radio station transmitter antennas, he said. 


 NQo 


Montreal Institute for Genocide 
and Human Rights Studies 
(MIGS) Director Frank Chalk 
was quoted in a recent article in 
La Presse on the current 
Cambodian trials. He says that 
the trials will serve to break the 
silence surrounding those trau- 
matic events and, he hopes, open 
up a dialogue between different 
generations of Cambodians. 


~o 


Alumnus Nino Ricci's novel The Origin of Species has been nomi- 
nated for the 2009 Commonwealth Writers’ Prize, in the 
Canada/Caribbean category. In Oct, 2008, the novel was nominated 
for the Governor-General’s prize. The novel is about a student in 
Montreal in the 1980s pondering relationships and the work of 
Charles Darwin. The four regional Commonwealth award winners 
will be announced on March 11, then will compete for the overall 
award. 


~Ss 


The current issue of Today's Parent quotes two Concordians as 
experts on parent education and raising children. Cited are 
Rosemary Reilly, Assistant Professor in the Department of Applied 
Human Sciences, and Domenica Pulcini, who obtained a certifi- 
cate and a BA in the program in the 1990s. 
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New Concordia Research Chairs celebrated 


On March 3, the Office of Vice- 
President Research and 
Graduate Studies gathered in 
the president's conference room 
to celebrate the 11 recently- 
appointed Concordia University 
Research Chairs (CURC). 

In a friendly, collegial 
ambiance, the new research chair 
holders were féted by their peers 
and university administrators. 
The informal 5-a-7, a suggestion 
of the University Research 
Committee, provided a chance 
for the new chairs to introduce 
themselves, to network and con- 
verse about their respective areas 


of expertise. As well, it gave the 
opportunity for them to chat with 
President Judith Woodsworth, 
Provost David Graham and VP 
Research and Graduate Studies 
Louise Dandurand. 

"Research is important, not 
only for Concordia’s overall 
development, but also in terms 
of our institution's contribution 
to and_ responsibility for 
addressing societal problems or 
crisis areas and finding ways to 
deal with critical social, eco- 
nomic and scientific issues,” 
said Woodsworth during her 
address at the event. 


From the Faculty of Arts and 
Science, the new chairs are John 
Capobianco, chemistry and bio- 
chemistry; Nina Howe, education; 
Viviane Namaste, Simone de 
Beauvoir Institute; Vladimir 
Titorenko, biology; and Barbara 
Woodside, psychology. From the 
Faculty of Fine Arts; Martha 
Langford, art history; Erin 
Manning and Thomas Waugh, Mel 
Hoppenheim School of Cinema. 
From the John Molson School of 
Business; Bianca Grohmann and 
Gad Saad, marketing; and Mick 
Carney, management. 

Delivered in a casual manner, 


Appointments will advance overall academic agenda 


Graham expressed his admira- 
tion for all of the remarkable 
research being done here - not 
only acknowledging the new 
appointees in front of him, but 
all the many _ talented 
researchers at Concordia. 

"Our only regret about the 
CURC program is that it can't be 
bigger and we can't have more 
research chairs,’ he said. 

The appointments, explained 
Dandurand, are awarded to 
Concordia faculty who excel and 
demonstrate leadership in their 
respective areas of expertise. 

“The CURC program is 


extremely important to retain- 
ing Concordia’s top researchers. 
It also enhances Concordia’s 
competitiveness and ability to 
attract elite graduate students 
from around the world, "said VP 
Research and Graduate Studies 
Louise Dandurand. “The entire 
Concordia research community 
greatly benefits from the inno- 
vative leadership of these chair 
holders. 

"These research chairs illus- 
trate the richness, quality and 
breadth of research and cre- 
ative activities being undertak- 
en at Concordia, 


Grey Nuns Mother House open door tours 


On Feb. 21, Concordia and the 
Grey Nuns welcomed neigh- 
bourhood residents and Fine 
Arts Faculty and staff into the 
Grey Nuns Mother House for a 
series of open house tours. More 
than 100 individuals participat- 
ed in the tours to engage in dia- 
logue and contribute their ideas 


about the management of the 
heritage space and the future 
integration of fine arts facility. 
"We recognize the Mother 
House is one of the most signifi- 
cant landmarks of this neigh- 
bourhood. That's why we are so 
honoured to be part of this 
legacy,” says Director of Special 
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Projects and Cultural Affairs 
Clarence Epstein. "The open 
house gave us a great opportunity 
to interact with neighbours.” 
Each hour on the hour from 
11 a.m. to 4 p.m., tours began 
with a short background presen- 
tation from Epstein and Director 
of Facilities Planning and 





Neighbours and Concordians are shown the chapel of the Mother House during the 3 p.m. tour on Feb. 21. 


2004 

+ In the presence of Cardinal Jean- 
Claude Turcotte, the Sisters of 
Charity (Grey Nuns) announce 
their intentions of selling their 
Mother House site to 
Concordia 

2006 

* Concordia performs a due dili- 
gence investigation of the site 

2007 

* Concordia formally purchases 
the site 

* Sisters start to gradually phase 


Grey Nuns Vision and Chronology 


out their occupancy of the site . 

* West wing of the complex is 
temporarily converted into stu- 
dent residence 

2008 

+ Feasibility studies for academic 
use are completed 

* Discussions are held with the 
Ministry of Culture, Commun- 
ications and the Status of 
Women and the City of 
Montreal regarding use of the site 

* Concordia announces plans to 
dedicate the site for the use of 


the Faculty of Fine Arts. 

* Concordia applies to designate 
the property to the Historic 
Sites and Monuments Board of 
Canada 

2009 

* Presentations made to commu- 
nity, heritage and cultural groups 

* Community Open House visit 
of site 

* Formalization of institutional 
use with the borough of Ville 
Marie 

* Public participation process 


43400) SSNY 


Development Martine Lehoux. 
Tour-goers were then guided by 
members of the Grey Nuns order 
through the chapel, the storied 
hallways and into the Salle de la 
Communauté. The tours culmi- 
nated with a question and answer 
session with the Sisters, as well as 
VP Services Michael Di Grappa 
and Associate VP Facilities 
Management Peter Bolla. 

Over the next decades, the 
Faculty of Fine Arts will bring 
together its creative energy and 
resources onto the culturally rich 
site. While an agreement in prin- 
ciple was made in 2004 that 
Concordia would take possession 
of the entire site in stages, 
Concordia has been following a 
gradual integration plan in close 
consultation with the Grey Nuns 
order. Over the past few months, 
Concordia representatives have 
also met with a number of local 
resident, business and heritage 
groups. 

At the moment, the concept is 
still in its very early stages. A por- 


commences 

* Concordia to host international 
conference on the future use of 
convents 

* Architecture and site planning 
competition to launch 

2010 

* Competition winner to be 

announced 

* Fundraising campaign begins 

2012 - 22 

* Concordia begins a progressive 
occupation of the site by the 
Faculty of Fine Arts 





tion of the site is currently being 
used for student residences and 
the transformation into the use of 
the site for academic purposes is 
being pursued. 

Later in 2009, an architectural 
competition will be launched to 
plan the future arts complex. The 
competition will be incorporat- 
ing a_ public _ participation 
process. After a winner is select- 
ed, the university will enter the 
project phase. ’ 

Concordia has set up a website 
dedicated to providing informa- 
tion and a channel for feedback 
about the process. Still in its ini- 
tial stages, the website will con- 
tinue to evolve and encompass 
more as the vision progresses. 
www.concordia.ca/greynuns 
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More Concordians giving more 


KAREN HERLAND 


Despite the uncertainty of the 
current economy, the Concordia 
community has gone against 
trend and actually increased 
donations to the university over 
the last year. 

The annual campaign, under 
the direction of Brad Skog, raised 
$888 000 in the second half of 
2008, an increase of 26.5% over 
2007. Targeting alumni with 
direct mail requests and phone 
calls, the total number of donors 
climbed 15% from the same 
period the year before. 

“The success of this campaign 
demonstrates that we are really 
good at reaching out to alumni 





TANG ILO 


Kathy Assayag 


and remaining connected? says 
Vice-President Advancement and 
Alumni Relations Kathy Assayag. 

In a recent interview, Assayag 


explained that with so many wor- 
thy causes out there and the eco- 
nomic situation taking a big dent 
out of many people's savings, cul- 
tivating that connection remains 
paramount. “It’s important to stay 
top of mind? 

Assayag said that many Sir 
George Williams and Loyola grad- 
uates have chosen to donate to 
the university. For example, Helen 
Linder (SGW BA 67) recently left 
her estate of $300 000 to 
Concordia. This one-time dona- 
tion was in addition to her nearly 
four decades of $100 annual 
donations to the university. 

“This is a really powerful exam- 
ple of what our founding institu- 
tions meant to alumni; says 


Assayag. “For many graduates, Sir 
George Williams University and 
Loyola College offered them a 
chance to pursue higher educa- 
tion. They remember the pro- 
found impact that this had on 
their lives” 

Over the last four years, the 
university has received 18 
bequests from alumni repre- 
senting a combined donation of 
$1.4 million. 

Concordia’s faculty and staff are 
also. making their mark. 
Donations to the community 
campaign increased by 25% in the 
first seven months of last year 
compared to, the previous year. 
Money raised in this internal 
fundraising campaign can be 


directed to programs such as 
Sustainable Concordia, athlet- 
ics, the libraries, or, most impor- 
tantly, towards scholarships and 
student aid. 

“I'm proud of that increase. It 
says a lot about staff and faculty 
members and how much they 
care, says Assayag, adding the 
need for student support is 
always great. 

Meanwhile, the university is 
well advanced in the silent 
phase of their comprehensive 
campaign. Although the official 
launch of the campaign remains 
dependent upon the economic 
climate, Assayag says the uni- 
versity has already secured 41% 
of the campaign's goal. 


Sustainable business conference presents the future of construction 


KAREN HERLAND 


When the initial plans for the 
JMSB Building were drawn up in 
2002, no one realized it would 
become a LEED-certified exam- 
ple of sustainable construction - 
or that it would integrate the 
most innovative solar panel con- 
figuration for a non-residential 
building in the country and the 
largest one in Quebec, courtesy of 
the Concordia University-based 
NSERC Solar Buildings Research 
Network (SBRN). 

But when the building opens 
its doors this fall, it will likely 
claim a silver Leadership in 
Energy and_ Environmental 
Design (LEED) certification, a 
step up from the initially pro- 
posed basic certification. 

This represents a step forward 
in what Genivar Senior Project 
Manager Gilles Desrochers char- 
acterized as Concordia’s ongoing 
“commitment to energy-efficient 
and _—_ environmentally-friendly 
design? 

Desrochers was the first speak- 
er at a panel devoted to present- 
ing the sustainable design of the 
nearly-completed building at 
Building Our Future, the fifth 
annual Sustainable Business 
Conference held on Feb. 13 in the 
Hall Building. 

The conference organizers 
included the John Molson sus- 
tainable business group, the 
graduate and undergraduate 
business student associations 
and Sustainable Concordia. 

The panel was the centrepiece 
of the event, dedicated to sustain- 
able architecture, construction 


and design. The keynotes and 
panels featured representatives 
from environmentally-minded 
businesses in the morning and 
from residential projects in the 
afternoon. 

The JMSB Building session 
began with Desrochers who has 
managed two major construction 
projects for the university since 
2000, the EV and JMSB Buildings 
downtown. He has worked close- 
ly with fellow panelist Yves 
Gilbert, Director of Engineering 
and Building Performance 
Development and responsible for 
the incorporation of sound engi- 
neering and sustainability fea- 
tures in new construction and 
renovation projects. 

Gilbert has overseen not just 
the integration of energy-effi- 
cient measures in new construc- 
tions, but also a recent energy 
audit of the Hall and LB 
Buildings, which has identified 
$5 million worth of upgrades 
allowing an annual reduction of 
over 1000 tons of greenhouse 
gas emissions. 

“Im always looking for 
improvements and ways to 
increase efficiency; said Gilbert. 

Gilbert has ensured recent 
construction projects surpass the 
Model National Energy Code for 
Buildings by at least 25%. Our last 
three major construction proj- 
ects have exceeded the national 
standard by over 30%. 

Although plans for the building 
began in 2000, they accelerated 
when government funding was 
secured a few years later. Once 
the JMSB project was greenlight- 
ed, both Gilbert and Desrochers 





Andreas Athienitis of the Solar Buildings Research Network presented his JMSB Building demonstration project. 


made LEED certification an easy 
choice by detailing how the cost 
would be a fraction of 1% of the 
entire $118.5 million budget for 
the project. 

But it wasnt until specialist in 
green construction and LEED 
standards Lyse Tremblay (also a 
conference panelist) was brought 
on board did the planners realise 
silver designation was attainable 
at reasonable cost. 

Tremblay spoke of the five 
areas considered when evaluat- 
ing LEED certification. Each con- 
struction is allocated points for 
attention to site selection and 
management, water use, energy 
efficiency, materials, indoor envi- 
ronment and innovation. As with 
any third-party accreditation sys- 
tem, early planning is essential 


since each decision has to be 
painstakingly documented for 
evaluation. 

“Some things, like indoor air 
quality, can only be tested at the 
end? she explained. 

The installation of low-flow 
plumbing fixtures throughout the 
building did not affect costs, and 
reduced water consumption by 
45%. Tremblay also mentioned 
bike parking will be available, as 
well as plugs for electric cars in 
the parking garage of the LB 
Building. 

The icing on the cake is found 
in 300 square metres of solar pan- 
els atop the structure. 

“This is a demonstration proj- 
ect of SBRN funded by the 
Canadian government and in 
particular NRCan,’ said Andreas 


Athienitis, the fourth speaker on 
the panel. Athienitis heads the 
SBRN and is the Tier 1 Concordia 
Research Chair in Solar Energy. 
The SBRN is also involved in two 
residential demonstration proj- 
ects, but this non-residential 
project is a first. 

“This is where construction is 
going to be in 2030, this is a land- 
mark that will distinguish 
Concordia as a research leader in 
solar energy and buildings’ 

Over the period of the con- 
struction of the JMSB Building, 
the university has decided to 
incorporate LEED certification 
into every construction and 
major renovation project involv- 
ing over $10 million, including 
the planned Loyola Sports 
Complex. 
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KAREN HERLAND 


Dipping a brush into tinted molten 
wax bubbling away in an electric 
fry pan can be a bit intimidating, 
Artist Nicole Bauberger has been 
inviting people to join her in pro- 
ducing 5°x7” encaustic dresses 
wherever she's brought her /00 
Dresses show. 

Bauberger has plugged in the 
pan at 10 locations over the last 
two years, and painted her thou- 
sandth dress during her exhibit in 
the back of the FOFA Gallery in 
time for her vernissage on Feb. 19. 

The individual pieces in 100 
Dresses for a February in Montreal 
range from crayola-coloured 
images with thickly-layered wax 
(like #29 the Habs Jersey Dress) to 
almost gauzy swirls of intermin- 
gled shades (#35 Dress of Strange 
Seepages in the Metro Walls), a 
piece with rusty oranges, greys and 
black outlines that disturbingly 
mimic the mysterious stains that 
pool in metro stations. 

The titles for the dresses actually 
contribute to the show, says 
Bauberger, who is a creative writer 
and a visual artist. 

“Without the titles, they aren't 
the same. And some of the images 
tell their own story. The glowing 
phone booth dress is followed by a 
broken phone booth glass dress, 
with shards of glass embedded in 
the thick wax. 
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Playing Dress-Up 


FOFA Gallery show explores variations on creative themes 





Artist Nicole Bauberger at work. 


Next month, she brings a new 
show to Peterborough. She intends 


to perform by reading a series of 


the dresses’ titles to see if a narra- 
tive emerges in the recitation. She 
says the encaustic method itself is 
performative, offering a materiality 
to the process and an opportunity 
for those who visit to watch her 
chase the hardening wax with a 
heat gun, mixing colours and 
forming patterns. 

Bauberger first developed the 


Wy wurin 7 Lats 
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The black box behind the FOFA was an encaustic atelier. 


idea for the show in 2007. She set 
out to make 100 dresses inspired 
by what was around her. 

“After dress 40, I was out of 
ideas,’ she says. “You can think 
about a concept all you want, 
but actually doing it makes you 
clarify it” 
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Listening to the Mountain at the FOFA Gallery until March 13. 
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It was a friend's delivery of a 
cookie in a Subway bag that 
pushed her forward. That bag was 


stuck into the encaustic image of 


dress #41. 

Over time, Bauberger has 
realised the 100 dresses represent 
the place and time they were creat- 
ed in. Things passed on the way to 
the studio work their way into 
dress form in the show. 

Currently based in the Yukon, 
most of her shows have been in 
Northern Canada and Alaska. 
Montreal is the furthest south the 
project has traveled to date. Since 
Bauberger graduated from 
Concordia in 1990, she had some 
idea about dresses she might make 
here. 

“[ really wanted to do one based 
on those layered pastries — mille 
feuilles. But I haven't seen one any- 


One of one hundred dresses. 





where since I've been here? 
Instead, Montreal's dresses emerge 
from latté foam, sit on the moun- 
tain beside the cross or whisp out 
of chimneys against a cold blue sky. 
The penultimate 100th dress 
marks the return of snow after the 
February thaw. 

Bauberger says people visiting 
during the show suggest ideas for 
images they find iconic. She now 
offers workshops and opportuni- 
ties for visitors to produce ‘guest 
dresses’ which add another dimen- 
sion to the shows. 

The 100 Dresses exhibit is 
paired with a more monumental 
work, Listening to the Mountain, 
which fills the FOFA 
gallery space. That show is also 


main 


built on repetition and evocative 
titles. Both exhibits continue 
until March 13. 
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Now more than ever, Art Matters 


Russ COOPER 


It's been nine years since the 
first edition of Art Matters, no 
version the same as the previ- 
ous. Regardless of what shape it 
takes, what was set into motion 
to help emerging artists display 
their work has now grown into 


the biggest student-run art 
show in Canada. 
This year, more than 150 


Concordia artists will display 
their work in over 25 exhibitions 
throughout the university and 
Montreal. 

So, what's different this year? 
For one, organizers have steered 
away from holding exhibitions 
in smaller venues sprinkled 
around the city. Instead, they've 
clustered events closer together, 
often having multiple shows on 
the same block or even in the 
same building during the same 
time period. 

“This way, audiences can 
experience a number of differ- 
ent shows without having to 
travel across the city, says Art 
Matters Matt 
Goerzen. “We really wanted the 
festival to be as digestible and 
accessible as possible, 

And while an emptied city 
pool-turned arts venue way out 
on East-end Ontario St. may not 
be the epitome of accessibility, 
there's no doubt the opening 
party at the historic Bain 
Mathieu on Feb. 26 was 
digestible... tasty, even. 


co-producer 


Fisherman by Jon Woods 


Roughly 600 fine arts stu- 
dents, artists and scruffy riff-raff 
alike made the easterly trip to 
revel in thunderous music, 
amazing live visuals and an art 
exhibition co-curated by Art 
Matters and the Pop Montreal 
branch, Art Pop. 

The following evening, organ- 
izers centralized the vernissages 
for exhibitions (Zoe 
Sharpe and Paige Mclachlan’s 
Poetics, Sean Yendrys’ Narratives 
[see 8] and Victoria 
Carrascos Environnant, adj.=) at 
Art Mur. Keeping the art party 
going, Montreal's Nuit Blanche 
saw hundreds of night dwellers 


three 


page 


set their reddened eyes on 


another three shows (The 
Future/The End, Factory Project 


and Rosie Prata’s Make Yourself 


At Home) at the downtown 
Belgo Building. 

As well, organizers have made 
an attempt to stretch out 
beyond the allotted three-week 
period. This past fall, Art 
Matters held a handful of events 
based on spontaneous creation. 
In November, the Art Book 
Creation Party invited artists to 
get together to draw and paint a 
co-operative book of art to raise 
funds for this winter's festival. 
During the Pop Montreal festival 
in October, organizers from 
both paired up musicians and 
artists to alter their own work to 
create an all-new collaborative 
performance. 

The Saskatoon-native and FA 





- 
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Diptych by Julie Amlin 


student Goerzen says Art 
Matters is facing a bit of a 
conundrum with its well-earned 
attention to the festival. This 
year’s remarkable art and its col- 
laborations with the now-inter- 
nationally recognized Pop 
Montreal has brought more 
awareness to the festival, gar- 
nering a front-page story in the 
Montreal Mirror and a feature in 
the Arts & Life section of The 
Gazette. But the attention has the 
potential to sway it away from its 
traditional role as an event on 





the fringe into a popular, spon- 
sored exhibition. Goerzen recog- 
nizes each has its advantages 
and its inherent disadvantages. 

“Working with Pop Montreal 
has been great for Art Matters, 
it’s really brought a new dimen- 


sion. There's a new team of 


organizers every year, so there's 
always possibility to take it in 


The Sermon by Shereen Soliman 


new directions. To an extent, it’s 
like reinventing the wheel each 
year, he says. “As for where it 
will go and how it will progress, 
that’s pretty much up to next 
year's team. 

Art Matters continues until 
March 14 with events nearly 
every day. Visit artmatters.con- 
cordia.ca for a full schedule. 
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JMUCC a success in its first year 


Russ Cooper 


The ‘new and improved’ John 
Molson Undergraduate Case 
Competition (JMUCC) didn't 
have to use marketing jargon to 
sell itself - the new name and 
new logo are just the start of what 
made this competition the 
biggest and best yet. 

What used to be the three-day 
Undergraduate National Case 
Competition (UNCC), the JMUCC 
was held over a one-week period, 
from Feb, 22 to 28, 2009. As well, 
the search for competitors 
reached further afield, including 
schools from Europe and Asia- 
Pacific. This year, 20 universities 
were represented — a record for 
an undergraduate case competi- 
tion held here. 

This year, Portugal's University 
of Porto, New Zealand's Auckland 
University of Technology and the 
Netherland's Maastricht Univers- 


KAREN HERLAND 


It’s not every day crowds brave a 
February snowstorm to fill a 
space the size of a football field 
waiting for PowerPoint presen- 
tations. 

But these digital presenta- 
tions feature the work of artists 
and designers who distill their 
ideas and process on a planned 
or completed project into 20 
slides, each one getting 20 sec- 
onds on the multiple screens 
around the room before the next 
slide appears. In other words, 





ity were among the competitors. 

Taking home first place was the 
University of Washington, second 
went to Memorial University, and 
placing third was Nanyang Tech 
from Singapore. 

"Slowly but surely, we're gaining 
a reputation as one of the best 
and most elite competitions in 
the world,” said JMUCC President 
Victor Esposito Jr. "This was a way 
to show them first hand what 
Montreal, Concordia and the 
JMSB has to offer. 

"Hopefully, in a few years, this 
competition will be recognized 
around the world.” 

In 2001, the competition was 
limited to Montreal schools. In 
2003, it was expanded Canada- 
wide. In 2007, 12 schools partici- 
pated including universities from 
the US., and in 2008, 17 universities 
participated, including schools 
from Singapore and Hungary. 

The time extension required 


much more involvement from 
sponsors than in past years, but 
the response was encouraging. 
High-profile patrons of this year's 
JMUCC include Bombardier, 
Molson Breweries, Air Canada, 
Rio Tinto Alcan, the Power 
Corporation of Canada and the 
Montreal Alouettes, gathering 
nearly $70 000 in sponsorships for 
the event. 

"We're really glad we were able 
to get these sponsorships in a 
time of recession," said Esposito. 

The organizers decided the 
extra time in Montreal would be a 
chance for those from out of town 
to enjoy the city and take in some 
local culture. 

"Last year, we only could afford 
pubs and restaurants, but we 
realized we couldn't do that all 
week,” says Esposito. Thanks to 
the Molson’s sponsorship, the 
JMUCC was able to arrange 130 
tickets for the Canadiens 3-0 vic- 


tory over the Vancouver Canucks 
on Feb. 24. 

"It's a way to experience a real 
bit of Montreal culture. We really 
hope the game was something 
the competitors will remember,’ 
he said. 

And chances are good they'll 
remember. Organizers were even 
able to arrange for a message wel- 
coming competition participants 
to be displayed upon the over- 
head scoreboard. As well, one 
participant made it to the finals 
in the ‘fan of the game’ competi- 
tion. 

Besides a new look, new atti- 
tude and extended length, the 
competition revamped their 
Board of Directors. The Board, 
which met once a month, includ- 
ed seven external members such 
as Senior Executives from promi- 
nent companies, five internal 
members made up of JMSB facul- 
ty and administration, as well as 


Pecha kucha has everyone talking 


presenters have six minutes and 
forty seconds before the next 
presentation begins to enter- 
tain, awe or inspire. 

Those in the front chairs sat in 
rapt attention watching three 
huge screens. The presenter was 
occasionally drowned out by the 
clanking glasses and growing 
din from patrons in the back — 
where a bar and cabaret seating 
offer distraction. 

Organizer and host Boris 
Anthony explained that the 
background noise is part of the 
show. Pecha kucha is literally the 


Japanese term for the sound of 
conversation. The practice came 
from Japan in 2003, challenging 
designers to show off their work 
by grabbing the divided atten- 
tion of their audience. 

The concept, called pecha 
kucha, has caught on. A quick 
peek at www.pecha-kucha.org 
will demonstrate that this 
month alone there are 47 differ- 
ent pecha kucha nights regis- 
tered on the site taking place in 
Dawson City, — Stockholm, 
Auckland, Gdansk, Atlanta and 
Osnabrueck, to name a few. 


Among the projects Sha Xin Wei presented was Blink!, an orchestrated EV Building light show by Maroussia 
Levesque, with Sebastien Speer, Harry Smoak, Erik Conrad and the Topological Media Lab. 


INDSIAI) VISSNOWVH 40 ASTLVNOD 


Wikipedia estimates 120 cities 
are holding events of one form or 
another. Pretty much anywhere 
designers gather and the projec- 
tion technology exists, pecha 
kucha can happen. > 

Montreal has held pecha 
kucha nights at the Société des 
arts technologiques (SAT) since 
the summer of 2007. Feb. 18 
marked the 10th edition of the 
event that has attracted a loyal 
following. 

Of the 11 presenters last 
month, Sean Yendrys (see page 
7) has been a dedicated audi- 
ence member for the last four 
events, before deciding to step in 
front of the screen. 

“T usually only speak in a room 
of 20 people, also competing for 
attention,” said the Concordia 
design undergrad, by way of intro- 
duction. “We'll see how this goes.” 

He then presented tlie genesis 
of his decision to curate a show, 
Narratives, at Art Matters. 
Yendrys explained this was an 
opportunity to integrate design 
work into what has traditionally 
been a more studio or perform- 
ance art-based event. When his 
idea for a show was accepted, 
and programmed into the Art 
Mur Gallery, he used the show to 
bring fine arts and design stu- 
dents together. 

He was far from the only 
Concordian represented that 
evening, and said that we are 
usually many at these events. 


two JMSB alumni. 

"We felt it would make us more 
accountable and put us under 
pressure,’ said Esposito. 

As well, the final case saw 
competitors receive a real-life 
scenario from a ‘live sponsor: 
Rather than receiving written 
cases from a third party (as is 
what happened earlier in the 
competition), participants were 
served on Friday with a case 
from an actual corporation. The 
competitors then had 24 hours 
to prepare a presentation with 
solutions to deliver directly to 


» the business. 


"The live sponsor adds credibil- 
ity to the competition and we felt 
it would create a buzz in the busi- 
ness community,’ he said. "The 
students get a chance to work on 
their consulting skills and it's a 
chance for the sponsor to possi- 
bly get some great ideas they 
might be able to use.” 


Also on the roster was Sha Xin 
Wei, who presented the philoso- 
phy behind the Topological 
Media Lab and his desire to inte- 
grate technology and human 
gesture, as experimented over 
the last few years. Wowing the 
audience with images (some 
moving) of numerous research 
projects, he invited them to con- 
sider the role of technology in 
“new kinds of alchemy, using 
matter to create richer worlds? 
As reported on Feb. 19 in the 
Journal, the lab is in open house 
mode until March 6. 

Newly named Concordia 
University Research Chair Erin 
Manning presented Folds to 
Infinity, inspired by Spinoza’s 
reflection that ‘we don't know 
what a body can do.’ Her project 
explores notions of building fab- 
ric. The early iterations of the 
project saw a series of patterns 
created that could be moulded, 
folded, attached and fastened 
with buttons or magnets around 
bodies, as clothes, or architec- 
turally as shapes in space to 
cover or protect. 

The project literally grew to 
the development of large scale 
creatures, inspired by the 
shapes produced by the gar- 
ments. She is now considering 
ways to determine what impact 
the electromagnetic fields, cre- 
ated by the magnet-rich pieces, 
has on the bodies that interact 
with them. 
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CLASSACTION 


Students learn the sum of shattered parts 


KAREN HERLAND 


Jane Francis really digs her job. 

She is the sole professor in 
the Classics, Modern 
Languages and Linguistics 
(CMLL) department to exclu- 
sively focus on archeology, her 
CLAS 370 offers students 
opportunities to participate in 
excavating digs in unique cor- 
ners of the globe: 

“Our students have been all 
over the world,’ she says of the 
course she has taught since 


1996. Over the years, students 
have spent three or four weeks 
in different locations in 
Europe, excavated the remains 
of a Spanish fort in the 
Bahamas and camped in tents 
in Ontario. One student even 
examined the fossilized 
remains of prehistoric giant 
beavers at Canada’s Museum of 
Civilization. 

“The students in this course 
are very self-sufficient? she 
says. Students approach her 
with possible dig sites and, if 





Students sift through burial sites for evidence of past civilizations. 
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the project sounds viable, she 
helps them develop a project 
(many summer internship 
opportunities are offered at 
www.archaeological.org). 

Students who register in 
CLAS 370 go with an approved 
research topic, so they can col- 
lect the notes and photos they 
will need on site, submitting 
their final research paper upon 
their return. Many of the pro- 
grams are affiliated with other 
universities. Students can 
choose to transfer credits for 
the host university's course as 
well as CLAS 370 and earn a 
total of six credits for their trip 
as long as the projects don't 
overlap. 

Earlier this year, several stu- 
dents presented their experi- 
ences from last summer to 
their peers. They described 
unearthing pottery in burial 
sites in Pintia, Spain, where the 
Romans had fought the 
Vacceans, evidence of William 
the Conqueror in _ York, 
England, and a Roman fort in 
Germany. 

They explained it’s easier to 
excavate in wet soil and that 
some enjoyed the digging, 
while others preferred classify- 
ing and piecing shards togeth- 
er; none of them enjoyed the 
delicate and seemingly endless 
brushwork required to expose 
pieces in their found locations. 

“It's a great opportunity for 
other students to hear about 
the experience directly from 
their peers,’ says Francis of the 
annual show-and-tell. “They 
realize that this is possible.” 

Francis herself was short on 


Pudding people 


On Feb. 17, the Multi-faith 
Chaplaincy hosted Montreal- 
based non-profit peace organi- 
zation the Dialog Foundation to 
celebrate the annual Turkish 
tradition of Ashure, or Noah's 
pudding. The sweet dessert of 
wheat, beans, fruit and nuts is 
cooked in remembrance of 
Noah's survival of the great 
floods. It is said that once the 
flood receded, Noah gathered 
people together and mixed 
whatever food was left into a 





together 


delicious meal. The custom is to 
make a batch of Ashure to deliver 
to 40 houses to the east, west, 
north and south. 

As a modern-day take on this 
tradition, the Dialog Foundation 
has been travelling to schools, 
community organizations and 
churches cooking and sharing 
Ashure. This year, the Dialog 
Foundation delivered over 5 000 
helpings to friends, new and old, 
around Montreal. 

"This peace-making dessert is 


a really good way to reach out to 
people,” said Dialog Foundation 
executive director Fehmi Kala. 

"Today is our last day, sol ama 
bit sad, but I'm looking forward 
to having another event next 
year,’ said Kala. 

Pictured (left to right): Kala, 
former Concordia student 
Rebecca Brayton, Multi-faith 
Chaplaincy Roman Catholic 
Priest Paul Amegashie and 
Raphael Daignault, also a for- 
mer student. 





Excavation site director Alvaro Ramon Merino (left) demonstrates how 


- 4 


to glue together pieces of pottery found by CLAS 370 students during 
their trip to Padilla de Duero, Spain in June 2008. 


such opportunities as a stu- 
dent. When she was studying, 
the practice was to only offer 
one course in archeology, along 
with ancient history, Latin and 
Greek. After two MAs here, she 
eventually earned an MA and 
PhD in archeology in the U.S. 

Francis’ position offering 
classes in archeology and 
antiquities in the CMLL is fair- 
ly rare in Classics departments 
in Canada, where most profes- 
sors supplement teaching 
about artifacts with courses in 
Greek or Latin. The courses she 
offers are part of a minor in 
classical archeology available 
to students here. 

In addition to a basic roster of 
courses, she adds special topics. 
Next year, she will offer a course 
on food in antiquity, a subject 





she is very interested in. 

“Food is integral to every 
society, especially here in 
Montreal.’ 

She and her colleague 
George Harrison are also offer- 
ing a 23-day study tour of 
Greece in May. The carefully 
plotted course takes students 
on a whirlwind tour of major 
archeological sites and muse- 
ums in Greece and Crete. 

The two professors will pre- 
pare lectures and discussions on 
the major monuments. Each 
student will also be responsible 
for one monument and will 
research and present it to their 
peers, submitting two formal 
research papers on their return. 

For more information on this 
course contact janef@alcor.con- 
cordia.ca before March 9. 
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Build it and 
they will come 


Fourth-year engineering stu- 
dent James Goggans (left) and 
former engineering student 
Kurt Cabbal construct a 40 ft. 
scale model replica of the Eiffel 
Tower in the lobby of the EV 
Building as the centrepiece to 
Engineering Week, being held 
here March 2 to 6. 

The reproduction, which took 
two years to plan and two days to 
build, uses over 55 000 pieces of 
K'Nex construction toys and 
required an industrial lift to com- 
plete the top portions. 


"This week is about connecting 
our students with the work force,” 
said Goggans, also the Eiffel 
Tower project manager. 
"We always find something new 
to do for engineering week." 

The annual National 
Engineering Week, usually held 
during the first week in March, 
is celebrated across Canada 
helping to raise awareness of 
the importance of engineering 
and ‘to foster excitement in 
potential students considering 
the profession. 


SAVE THE DATE 


PRESIDENT’S CONFERENCE 
Understanding desire 


April 6, 2009 


10 a.m. Brain and reward: appetite, 
anticipation, and drug addiction 


| p.m. The Addictive Network 


7 p.m. Self, Sexuality and Desire 


for details: www.concordia.ca/presidentsconferences 
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Women getting down to business 


RUSS COOPER 


The John Molson Women ‘in 
Business Club (WIBC) is marking 
International Women’s Day a bit 
early this year. 

On March 6, the first annual 
Women in Business conference 
will be taking place throughout 
the EV building from 5 to 10 p.m. 

The conference is an oppor- 
tunity for staff, alumni, stu- 
dents and the public to have 
informative discussions and 
build relationships. 

The organizers of the one-day 
conference hope to fill all 80 
available spots with undergrad- 
uates from Concordia and else- 
where, young entrepreneurs and 
professionals. 

"We really want to reach out to 
the community to connect peo- 
ple,” says WIBC VP External Ana 
Marinescu, who will also serve as 
the conference's emcee. "It's all 
about businesswomen coming 
and sharing their experience with 
those attending. 

"The conference will inspire 
students and provide real life 
examples of how young busi- 
ness women are taking their 
own future into their hands. 
There's a bright future ahead 
for women in business.” 


Bookended with a networking 
cocktail get-together and a silent 
art auction, the conference will 
feature five keynote presenta- 
tions, as well as a panel of five 
leaders from Montreal's business 
community. Guest speakers will 
be Dana Ades-Landy, Senior VP, 
Major Accounts Commercial 
Lending, Laurentian Bank of 
Canada; Mairead Lavery, VP 
Strategy and Business 
Development, Bombardier; Lorna 
J. Telfer, Partner, McCarthy 
Tétrault; and our own President 
Judith Woodsworth. 

“If you look at the presenters, 
we all come from different back- 
grounds and _ organizations. 
What's nice about it is that we'll 
be able to share different experi- 
ences, says Kathy Stanczyk 
Thibault, Principal at Mercer, the 
world’s largest HR consulting 
firm. Thibault will also be a guest 
speaker at the conference. 

“There are a lot of women in the 
workforce, but there aren't a lot of 
women in top positions,’ she says. 
‘As a first conference, it’s impor- 
tant to set the tone for subse- 
quent years. Maybe we can help 
women not to make the mistakes 
made in the past.” 

While lightheartedly careful 
not to reveal all of its contents, 


Thibault says her presentation, 
"Did your mother tell you these 10 
things? Truisms for Success” will 
focus on simple aspects that any 
smart businessperson might 
neglect. 

"There's a part of business 
acumen that is just common 
sense. Like number three - ‘fish 
where the fish are’? she says. "It's 
things like that that we in busi- 
ness tend to forget.” 

The WIBC was established in 
Sept. 2005 by graduate students 
in the JMSB's MBA and Diploma 
in Administration programs to 
provide students, colleagues, 
alumni and professional busi- 
nesswomen opportunities to 
network and interact. 

Since Fall 2007, WIBC has 
mentored 20 MBA students with 


prominent businesswomen 
from Montreal's business com- 
munity. 


"I'm very proud of our accom- 
plishments in the last two years,’ 
says Marinescu, who also served 
as the WIBC president in 2007. 
"This year, I knew that focusing on 
a major event that had the poten- 
tial to reach a much larger audi- 
ence and become a tradition for 


"the club and our school was per- 


haps the best legacy to leave." 
www,jmwibc.com. 


Construction Update 


As many Journal readers may 
have noticed, the tunnel project 
linking the GM building to the 
LB and Hall buildings is current- 
ly underway along’ De 
Maisonneuve Blvd. A project of 
this magnitude often requires 
heavy construction, resulting in 
noise disruptions to those work- 
ing and living in the area. 
Concordia Facilities Manage- 
ment would like to inform com- 
munity members that while 
there will still be noise due to 


the ongoing construction until 
the end of 2009, major noise dis- 
ruptions due to pile driving will 
be completed by early April. The 
project is on schedule and with- 
in budget, and is planned to 
open by the end of 2009. 

Work is generally done between 
7 am. and 3 p.m., though con- 
struction is allowed by city regula- 
tions to continue until 7 p.m. 

To ensure the safety of pedes- 
trians, Facilities Management is 
asking your cooperation in 


respecting the directional sig- 
nage and using the pedestrian 
passage at the Mackay crossing. 
This passage has been created 
to ensure people do not put 
their lives in danger by walking 
in vehicle lanes. 

Facilities Management will 
keep you updated in regard to the 
status of the project. If you have 
any questions or comments, 
please dont hesitate to get in con- 
tact with Director Tony Vanvari at 
tvanvari@alcor.concordia.ca. 


NOMINATIONS FOR SPRING 2009 
CONVOCATION MEDALS & AWARDS 


The Office of the Registrar is soliciting nominations 
for the Spring 2009 Convocation non-academic 


medals and awards. 


Graduating students from Fall '08 and Spring '09 
may be nominated for the following medals: 


* The Concordia Medal 
¢ The Malone Medal 
* The O'Brien Medal 


* The Stanley G. French Medal 


The First Graduating Class Award is presented to a 
person or group who has made the most innovative 


contribution, either academic or extracurricular, to 
university life. It is open to all members of the 


: university community. 


Nomination forms and the criteria for each medal 
and/or award are available from the Dean of 


Students Offices (S-H 637 and L-AD 121), the 
Birks Student Service Centre (S-LB 185) or your 
Faculty Council Secretary. 


The deadline for all nominations is March 31, 2009, 
to the Office of the Registrar, Enrolment Services, 
S-LB 700, Attention: H. Albert. 
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HIV/AIDS lecture series 


Christine Vézina, a lawyer for the human rights program at COCQ-Sida, will be on campus 
Thurs., March 5 to present, “La criminalisation de l’exposition au VIH: un échec de santé 
publique?” (in French) as part of the free HIV/AIDS lecture series. For more: 
aids.concordia.ca 


Political Theory Speaker Series 


The series continues Thurs., March 5 from 4 to 6 p.m. with J. Judd Owen of Emory U. (Atlanta, 
GA) speaking about "The Enlightenment's Project of Religious Transformation” in H 1220. 
The following lecture features Patrick J. Daneen from Princeton and Georgetown 
Universities on "Conservatism as Conservation" on Thurs., March 19 at 4 p.m, in H 1220. 


Faculty workshops 


The Centre for Teaching and Learning Services will offer a workshop on "Teaching Courses 
with Real-World Group Projects" on Thurs., March 5 and another on ‘Asking Sizzling 
Questions" on Wed., March 11. For details see teaching.concordia.ca/workshop. 


Hellenic Studies Lecture Series ~* 


S.R. Steinberg of McGill University will discuss, "Educating the Future Ethnic Community 
Teachers" as part of the Hellenic Studies Lecture Series on Fri., March 6 from 7 to 10 p.m. on 
the seventh floor of the Hall Building. > 


Anime and Contemporary Japanese Society 


On Fri., March 6 from 2 to 5:30 p.m., a conference on Anime and Contemporary Japanese 
Society will be held in the DeSéve Cinema, LB 125. The Deputy Consul General of Japan at 
Montreal and two guest speakers from Japan will be present, as will Thomas LaMarre 
(McGill) and Matthew Penny (Concordia). 


The following week on Fri., March 13, a separate but related panel on Comics, Japanese 
Popular Culture and Contemporary Art will be held from 1 to 5:30 p.m. For details, see fin- 
earts.concordia.ca/news/attach/comics.pdf 


History in the Making Conference 


The 14th History in the Making Conference will be held all day Sat., March 7. The theme of 
the conference is Place, Space, and Environment and Colin M. Coates and Ken Cruikshank 
are guest speakers. See www.himconference.ca for more. 


"Doing good’ - call for papers 


Concordia and McGill universities have issued a call for papers for the 9th annual Critical 
Race Conference, whose theme is the Politics, Cultures and Economies of ‘Doing Good’. The 
deadline for abstracts is Mon., March 9, and the conference takes place in June. Contact 
Yasmin Jiwani at ext. 2583 for details. 


Speaking of Photography 


On Mon., March 9 at 6:30 p.m., Carol Williams of Trent University will discuss "Puncturing 
History's Blindness.” The lecture is free and will be held in EV 1.605. 


Cinema Politica 


On Mon., March 9, Slingshot Hip Hop braids together the stories of young Palestinians living 
in the West Bank, Gaza and Israel. On Mon., March 16, RiP: Remix Manifesto by alumnus Brett 
Gaylor explores issues of copyright in the information age, mashing up the media landscape 
of the 20th century. Both films will be screened in H 110 and begin at 7:30 p.m. Admission is 
by donation. 


University of the Streets Café 


The two-part series titled "A Changing Community" begins with "How do we reconcile many 
histories in one community?" on Wed., March 11 at Café Griffintown, 1378 Notre-Dame W., 
and ends with "So I have a diploma, can I get a job?" on Wed., March 18 at Coop La Maison 
Verte, 5785 Sherbrooke W. 


On Mon., March 16 at Coop La Maison Verte, 5785 Sherbrooke W., "The Politics of the Now: 
How do we shifting our thinking from disillusionment to engagement?” All conversations 
run from 7 to 9 p.m. and are free of charge, while donations are appreciated. *For more infor- 
mation see univcafe.concordia.ca 


Improvised Musical Journeys 


Musicians Jeri Brown and Roddy Elias will perform Jmprovised Musical Journeys on Wed., 
March 1] at the Oscar Peterson Concert Hall. Compositions of contemporary composers, as 
well as original compositions, will be performed. For details, see oscar.concordia.ca. For tick- 
ets, www.admission.com. 


Volunteer recognition 


The Dean of Students Office is promoting volunteerism by recognizing those who give their 
time to a good cause. The Concordia University Volunteer Initiative has put a call out for 
nominations. The form may be completed online, deanofstudents.concordia.ca/volunteer 
before Thurs., March 12 at noon. 


Call for submissions 


The VAV Gallery has issued a call for submissions for the annual Undergraduate Student 
Exhibition that runs from April 27 to May 22. The deadline for submission is Fri., March 13, 
5 p.m. Download the form at vavgallery.com. 


Feminism and Multiculturalism in Quebec 


On Fri. March 13, the Simone de Beauvoir Institute is hosting Dolores Chew, who will speak 
on "Feminism and Multiculturalism in Quebec -- an/Other perspective.’ The lecture begins 
at 1 p.m. in MU 101, 2170 Bishop St. 


Strategic Learning 


On Thurs., March 12, from 2 to 4 p.m., Ari Ginsberg of New York University will discuss the 
increasing importance attached to employee learning as a source of competitive advantage 
in his lecture titled, "Strategic Learning: The Creation of Competitive Advantage Through 
Human Resources Development.’ The lecture, held in GM 407-6, will be followed by an infor- 
mal meeting with grad students. For details, contact shappel@jmsb.concordia.ca 


Raymond Scott Centennial Tribute 


Last March, a centennial tribute was held for Raymond Scott, one of the century's most influ- 
ential musical figures. This tribute was captured on DVD and will be screened on Fri., March 
13 in H-937. Admission is free. For those unable to attend the screening at 7 p.m., a matinee 
screening will also be held at 3:30 p.m. Contact Adam at adamocallaghan@yahoo.ca for 
more. 


Understanding Open Access 


The Libraries are offering a workshop on open access subject-based and institutional repos- 
itories. Learn how to use repository search tools and directories such as OAlster and 
OpenDOAR. A discussion about issues related to open access publishing will follow. Held 
Tues., March 17 from 2 to 3:30 p.m. in LB 203, Tomasz Neugebauer will facilitate. 


Hillel Neuer on Human Rights 


The Liberal Arts College is celebrating their 30th anniversary with a lecture by alumnus Hillel 
Neuer, executive director of UN Watch, a human rights NGO in Geneva. The lecture, titled, 
"Eleanor’s Dream: The United Nations, and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights at 60," 
begins at 7 p.m. on Thurs., March 19 in H 110. The weekend celebration continues with a 
seminar, an alumni breakfast, discussion panels and gala dinner. Call ext. 2565 or see /ac.con- 
cordia.ca for details. : 


Evolution for Everyone 
On Thurs., March 19, the Science College will host David Sloan Wilson of Binghamton 


University at the Concert Hall at 8 p.m. Wilson will speak about Darwin's theory of evolution 
and how he feels it can change the way we think about our lives. 


Reflections on the Life of the Spirit 


This Baha'i discussion series meets Tuesdays at 1:15 p.m. in Z 05 and is hosted by Multi-faith 
Chaplaincy. For details, contact concordiacabs9@gmail.com _* 
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Concordia wrestles medals 


DANIEL RODRIGUES 


Reaching the podium five times 
and having the year's most out- 
standing male wrestler - you 
could say it was a good weekend 
for Concordia at the national 
wrestling championships. 

Concordia captured two gold, 
two silver, one bronze and 
Stingers wrestler David Tremblay 
earned the distinction as the 
most outstanding on the men's 
side at the 2009 Canadian 
Interuniversity Sport (CIS) tour- 
nament Feb. 27 and 28 at the 
University of Calgary. 

“It was great for me to win the 
award,’ said Tremblay. “It showed 
I wrestled well and it’s an honour 
to be recognized” 

Tremblay's award comes after 
he won the gold medal in the 
61kg weight class, outscoring his 
opponents 39-3 over four match- 
es, including wins over two past 
CIS champions. He becomes the 
sixth male wrestler in Concordia 
history to capture the honour 
and the first to do so since Jean- 
Francois Daviau tied for the 
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David Tremblay celebrates his gold-medal victory at the CIS wrestling championship. 


award in 1996. 

Quite the feat for even the most 
seasoned athlete, never mind for 
someone just starting his univer- 
sity athletic career. Perhaps over- 
looked in his success this week- 


end is the fact the 21-year-old 
Tremblay is only a rookie and has 
another four years of CIS eligibili- 
ty. 

“IT would like to represent 
Concordia for another four 
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years, said Tremblay. “I want to 
try and become one of the few 
wrestlers to win five university 
championships.’ 

Along with Tremblay, team- 
mate Alex Dyas was the other 
Stinger to win gold during the 
championships. His medal was 
his second won at the nationals; 
he won a bronze at last year's 
competition. 

“This is definitely one of my 
favorite accomplishments,’ said 
the 22-year-old Dyas, who has 


been wrestling since the age of 


five. “It means a lot. We all put in 
a lot of work for this. 

In his final year of competition, 
Steve Rennalls earned a silver 
medal, building his career total to 
three medals after two bronze 
medal finishes in 2005 and 2007. 

In the women's draw, 2008 CIS 
female rookie of the year, Nikita 
Chicoine added a bronze to the 
silver medal she had won a year 
previous. 

Rounding out the medal haul 
was Concordia’s Olympian David 
Zilberman, who returned to 
Concordia this winter after a two- 
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year absence (see Journal, Jan. 29, 
2009). He added a bronze medal 
to go along with his two gold and 
one silver hed won between 2004 
and 2006. 

Even more impressive than his 
individual accomplishments is 
the amount of leadership and 
wisdom Zilberman brings to the 
Stingers. Both Tremblay and 
Dyas credit the veteran for being 
vital to their success this season. 

“Having Dave around was 
great: said Tremblay. “He's been 
here and done it before. He 
knows what it takes 

Perhaps Zilberman is following 
in the footsteps of his father 
Victor Zilberman, who has been 
the coach for Concordia 
wrestling for the last 32 years. 
During that time, Victor has guid- 
ed his athletes to 52 gold medals 
and more than 100 medals in 
total. He has also been named 
coach of the year in 2006, 1986 
and in 1984, 

“Victor commands so much 
respect, said Dyas. “It is a 
tremendous asset having him as 
our coach? 





Exchange student Michael Touchton used Photoshop to convey his experience of Montreal and Concordia, layering a photo of the 


If you would like your impressions of campus life to appear here, upload your images on www.flickr.com/groups/concordiapicks. 


métro platform with one of the Hall Building. 


